
Chapter 13.08 - SEWER REGULATIONS  

13.08.010 - Sewer connections—Required.  

A.  All water closets, privies, sinks, bathtubs and drains containing or carrying sewerage in all houses 
located within the boundaries of any sewer district heretofore established or that may hereafter be 
established and in which persons are residing shall be connected with the public system of sewers, 
and within the time specified in the ordinance creating the sewer district.  

B.  It is unlawful for any person to reside in any house or upon any premises within the boundaries of any 
sewer district in the city, after the time specified for connecting the house or premises as provided in 
the ordinance establishing the sewer district in which the house or premises is located unless the 
house or premises has been connected with the sewer system owned and operated by the City as 
provided in this section.  

(Prior code §8-5-1)  

13.08.015 – Sewer connections – Exemptions 

Properties may remain on septic if the public sewer is not physically and legally available as 

defined by OAR 340-071-0160 

13.08.16 – Cross Connections. 

 Sanitary sewers may not connect or convey any sewage to storm sewers.

13.08.020 - Connection required—Notice.  

It shall be the duty of the chief of police to ascertain all houses and premises in the districts, whose 
owners have not complied with the ordinance providing for the connection of the privies, located therein 
or upon such premises, and to post a notice thereon, that it shall be unlawful for any person to reside in 
the house or upon the premises, while the water closets, sinks, bathtubs and drains used in connection 
with the house or premises, remain unconnected with the public sewer in such district.  

(Prior code §8-5-2) 

13.08.030 - Privies.  

All property owners within a sewer district are required to close and properly fill with earth all privy 
vaults, cesspools and septic tanks within the time specified in the ordinance establishing the sewer district 
and hereafter it is unlawful for any property owner to dig or make use of any cesspool, privy vault or 
septic tank within any sewer district in which there has been a public sewer constructed to serve the 
premises.  

(Prior code §8-5-3) 

13.08.040 - Engineer—Approval required.  

All connections made with any public sewer or drain in the city shall be made according to the 
specifications made or approved by the engineer.  

(Prior code §8-5-4) 



13.08.050 - Engineer—Permits.  

A.  The city issues engineering permits for sewer line work in the right-of-way either as a separate Public 
Works permit or as part of overall issued public infrastructure construction plans. The various fees for 
these permits are approved and modified from time to time by the city commission. Failure to meet the 
conditions of the issued permit shall constitute a violation of the Municipal Code.  

B.  The engineer is authorized to grant such permits as he may deem necessary for allowing persons to 
tap the public sewers, and to make connections therewith; provided however, that the permit shall be 
granted on the express condition that the owner or tenant for whose benefit such connection shall be 
made, and each succeeding tenant shall in consideration of the privilege thereby granted, hold the city 
harmless for any loss or damage that may in any way result from or be occasioned by any such tap or 
connection. (Prior code §8-5-5)  

(Ord. No. 10-1003, § 1(Exh. 1), 7-7-2010)  

13.08.060 - Bond required.  

No person shall be authorized by the engineer to do this work of making connections with any of the 
public sewers or drains until he has furnished and filed a surety company bond in the office of the 
recorder in the sum of five hundred dollars conditioned that he will indemnify and save harmless the city 
from all loss or damage that may be occasioned in any way by accident or the want of care or skill on his 
part in the prosecution of such work or that may be occasioned by reason of any opening by him made or 
caused to be made in a street, market place, or public ground in making of any public or private sewer or 
drain as aforesaid; and conditioned also that he will promptly at the proper time replace and restore the 
street and pavement over the opening to as good state and condition as he found it previous to the 
opening of the same, and that he will conform in all respects to the rules and regulations which may from 
time to time be established by the commission in relation to putting junctions and tapping of the sewers 
and drains.  

(Prior code §8-5-6) 

13.08.070 - Acceptance of connection by city.  

Each person so licensed who shall make connections with the sewers or drains, shall keep in repair 
and good order the whole of the work executed by him until the same is accepted by the engineer, or 
such other person as may be designated for that purpose, which acceptance shall be given in writing, and 
shall not be given until the expiration of one year after the completion of the work.  

(Prior code §8-5-7) 

13.08.080 - Notification of engineer.  

After the permit has been issued notice in writing must in all cases be left in the office of the engineer 
by the person who is about to make the connection with any sewer or drain, stating the time when the 
work will be ready for inspection previous to making the connection.  

(Prior code §8-5-8) 

13.08.090 - Connections to existing work.  



A.  No drain pipe can be extended from work previously done and accepted, or new connection at any 
time be made with such work unless previous notice of at least twenty-four hours is given to the 
engineer and permit issued.  

B.  In case it shall be necessary to connect a drain or sewer pipe with a public sewer when no junction is 
left in the same, the new connection with the public sewer can only be made when an officer of the 
city, duly authorized, is present to see the whole of the work done.  

C.    Connections from new development shall connect to the system of drains and sewers operated by   

        the City of Oregon City. Alternative connections may be allowed solely at the discretion of the City  

        Engineer. 

(Prior code §8-5-9) 

13.08.100 - Barriers.  

All openings and obstructions in any street must be carefully guarded by the person holding the 
permit authorizing such opening or obstructions at all times with sufficient barriers, and during the 
nighttime shall be indicated by colored lights, and such other precautions shall be taken as shall be 
necessary to guard the public against accidents, and at all times the work shall be so done as to cause 
the least inconvenience to property owners and the general public.  

(Prior code §8-5-10) 

13.08.110 - Condition of fixtures.  

It is unlawful for any person in possession of premises into which a pipe or other connection with the 
public sewers or drains has been laid for the purpose of carrying off animal refuse from privies or water 
closets, slops from kitchens, or other purposes, to allow the same to remain without good and perfect 
fixtures so attached as to allow a sufficiency of water to be so applied as to properly carry off such 
matters and to keep the same unobstructed.  

(Prior code §8-5-11)  

13.08.115 – Condition of service lines. 

 The service  pipe, within the premises, as defined in the Sanitary Sewer Design Standards, and 

throughout its entire length must be kept in good repair at the expense of the owner, who shall be 

responsible for all damages resulting from leaks or breaks in the service pipe.

13.08.120 - Permit revocation.  

Any person authorized to make connections with sewers or drains who shall be guilty of any violation 
of the provisions of this chapter shall be immediately deprived of his permit.  

(Prior code §8-5-12)  

13.08.125 – Right of Entry 



 Agents of the  Public Works Department may have free access at proper hours of the day to all 

parts of the building and premises from which sewer may be delivered to the city mains, for the purpose 

of inspecting the condition of the pipes and fixtures and the manner in which the sewer is used.

13.08.130 - Development and user charges.  

The city may also establish connection charges and sewer user fees. The amounts of such charges 
and fees shall be set by resolution of the city commission. Any connection charge shall be no greater than 
the amount necessary to reimburse the city for its average cost in inspecting and installing connections.  

(Ord. 91-1021 §4, 1991) 

13.08.140 - Applications outside city limits.  

An applicant owning property outside the city limits may apply for permission to connect with the 
sewer in like manner as one within the city limits and outside of a created sewer district. An applicant 
owning property outside the City limits, but within the Urban Growth Boundary, may be forced to connect 
to public sewer, and annex to the City, if the septic is failing and the public sewer is physically and legally 
available as defined in OAR 340-071-0160. The City may charge different rates for those properties not 
within City limits. 

(Prior code §8-5-14) 

13.08.150 - Permit issuance—Connection supervision.  

When permission is granted by the commission and the fees paid by the applicant a copy of the 
permit shall be given to the engineer who, at the expense of the applicant, shall superintend the 
connection of the sewer with the sewer system in the sewer district in which the privilege has been 
granted and upon the completion of the connection shall return the same to the recorder with his 
endorsement of the time and place of connection.  

(Prior code §8-5-15)  

13.08.155 – Sewer rates. 

A.  Sewer Rates. The rates for sewer furnished by the city to each user within the city limits shall be 
established by city commission resolution.  

13.08.158 – Service lateral improvement program. 

 When a sewer service falls into disrepair as determined by the Public Works Department, a fee 

may be assessed to the property owner. The fee may be paid at one time or through a payment 

program. The fee for repairing or replacing the service shall be in accordance with a schedule of charges 

adopted by the city commission. 

 

13.08.159 - Reduced rates and financial assistance 
 An owner-occupied residence with a 5/8 x 3/4 inch water meter may qualify for a reduced user rate, or 

other financial assistance, if the income of its residents meets certain criteria. Customers requesting the 



reduced user rates, or other financial assistance, shall make written application and shall certify as to 

meeting the income criteria established. 

13.08.160 - Entry in lien record.  

The recorder shall enter the permit in the docket of the city liens immediately following the entered 
matter which relates to the system of that sewer district to which permission to connect has been granted, 
and shall credit the fees paid to the general fund.  

(Prior code §8-5-16) 

13.08.165 – Failure to comply with rules  

Should anyone fail to comply with the rules and regulations established as conditioned to the use of 
sewer, or to pay the sewer rates or fees at the time and manner hereafter provided, the property may be 
assessed fines or liens to recover the costs associated with unpaid rates or fees.  Failure to pay the 
charges imposed by this chapter shall subject the user and the premises to the collection and lien 
provisions imposed for water charges.

13.08.170 - Private connections prohibited.  

It is unlawful for any person to connect a private sewer from his property with a private sewer on any 
other property which is connected with the public sewers without first having made the foregoing 
application and paying the amount computed by the recorder, as the charge for the privilege, it shall also 
be unlawful to connect any lot or premises, either directly or indirectly, lying outside of the limits of a 
sewer district with any public sewer without first complying with the provisions of this chapter.  

(Prior code §8-5-17) 

13.08.180 - Unlawful substances.  

It is unlawful for any person to permit to be drained, any oils, greases, chemicals, storm water, 
surface water, ground water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, liquids and substances which might be 
detrimental to the sewage treatment plant, into any sewer, drain or pipe leading to the plant from any 
premises in the city.  

(Prior code §8-5-18) 

13.08.190 - Sanitary requirements.  

In factories and workshops where there are fifteen persons or less of each sex, there shall be 
provided by the proprietor or owner one water closet for each sex, and one for each additional fifteen 
persons of each sex or minimum thereof. Toilets shall be separate in all cases. Every tenement or lodging 
house shall be provided with one water closet for every ten rooms or minimum thereof, and one sink for 
each floor. All residences and public halls shall be provided with at least one water closet and one sink.  

(Prior code §8-5-19) 

13.08.200 - Collection.  

The charges imposed by this chapter shall be charged against the occupants and/or owner of the 
affected premises and shall be collectible with and in the same manner as charges imposed for water 



service. Failure to pay the charges imposed by this chapter shall subject the user and the premises to the 
collection and lien provisions imposed for water charges.  

(Prior code §8-5-20) 

13.08.210 - STEP systems.  

A.  "STEP system" which means a septic tank effluent pump system, meeting the standards and 
specifications of the city engineer (hereinafter "engineer"), shall be permitted as an alternative to the 
standard sewer used in the city. Such system shall be owned, operated, and maintained by the city as 
provided in this section.  

B.  The engineer shall require, as a condition of approval of any STEP system that the property owner 
utilizing such system grant the city any easements, permits of entry, or licenses which are necessary 
or convenient for the construction, operation, or maintenance of the STEP system.  

C.  Generally, sewer service through normal sewer facilities (i.e. house sewer, laterals, trunks, and 
treatment plants) shall be provided when available. However, if service through such normal sewer 
facilities is unavailable, the engineer may permit use of a STEP system, on an interim basis, when 
such sewer service is determined by the engineer to be practical, and necessary or convenient to the 
use of the property proposed to be served or when such service is required by the city. The use of a 
STEP system is declared to be an interim service to served properties and each property owner shall 
provide the city with a nonremonstrance agreement, waiving all objections, jurisdictional or otherwise, 
to participation in the formation of a local improvement district to provide such normal sewer facilities 
in future. The city may record any such waiver of remonstrances in the deed records of the county.  

D.  Installation, operation, and, before acceptance by the city, maintenance of a STEP system shall be in 
accordance with the directions of the engineer and at the expense of the owner of the property serviced 
by such system. Upon installation, inspection and approval by the engineer, and acceptance by the 
city, the STEP system shall be owned by the city, which shall thereafter be responsible for maintenance 
of the system, except as provided in this section. No STEP system shall be accepted unless and until 
all easements, licenses, and permits necessary for control of the operation, use, and maintenance of 
such system have been granted. The city may record in the deed records of the county any such 
easement, license, or permit granted. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to keep clean 
and maintain the building sewer from the building to the connection with the public sewer.  

E.  The costs of electricity necessary to operate the STEP system shall be borne by the property owner. 
Any STEP system which is rendered nonoperational by virtue of failure to pay for such costs shall 
cause the property benefited to be deemed unavailable for human habitation. The owner or occupier 
of the property served shall be entitled to written notice at least five days before a declaration by the 
city that the property is to be declared unavailable for occupancy and such person may request in 
writing a hearing before the city manager prior to such declaration. The decision of the city manager 
shall be final.  

F.  Subject to applicable constitutional limitation, the property owner shall permit entry on the site served 
for purposes of installation, maintenance, inspection, observation, measurement, sampling or testing 
of the STEP system. The property owner shall agree to such entry evidenced by a written permit of 
entry, as a condition precedent to the permit for the use of the STEP system.  

G.  The property owner shall be liable for damage to any portion of the STEP system if not caused by the 
city. The STEP system permit shall indicate that the owner agrees to assume such liability and such 
assumption shall be a condition precedent to issuance of the permit.  

H.  Application for use of a STEP system shall be made by the property owner or owners, who shall 
remain responsible for compliance with this section and permits thereunder. The property owner may 
delegate responsibility to the person occupying land for the duties imposed on the property owner 
under subsections D and G of this section. Such delegation shall be in writing in which the occupier of 
property accepts such responsibility filed with the engineer and shall be valid for such period as the 



delegee occupies the property, unless a shorter period is designated by the engineer. Thereafter, the 
property owner shall reassume responsibility.  

I.  No provision of this section shall be construed to exempt an applicant for obtaining additional permits 
or meeting additional requirements of city, county, state or other appropriate public body with 
jurisdiction.  

(Ord. 90-1052 §1, 1990: prior code §8-5-22) 

13.08.220 - Violation—Penalty.  

Any act or omission in violation of this chapter shall be deemed a nuisance. Violation of any 
provision of this chapter is subject to the code enforcement procedures of Chapters 1.16, 1.20 and 1.24.  

(Ord. 99-1004 §19, 1999: prior code §8-5-21) 

13.08.230 - Standard construction specifications.  

The workmanship and materials for any work performed under permits issued per this chapter shall 
be in accordance with the edition of the "Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction," as 
prepared by the Oregon Chapter of American Public Works Association (APWA) and as modified and 
adopted by the city, in effect at the time of application. The exception to this requirement is where this 
chapter and the Public Works Sanitary Sewer Design Standards, the City of Oregon City standard notes, 
or City of Oregon City standard drawings provide other design details, in which case the requirements of 
this chapter and the Public Works Sanitary Sewer Design Standards shall be complied with.  

 

13.08.235 – Design Standards. 

 The current version of the Oregon City Public Works Sanitary Sewer Design Standards shall be 

adhered to for all new sewer construction and connections. 

(Ord. No. 10-1003, § 1(Exh. 1), 7-7-2010)  

13.08.240 – Stormwater and Groundwater Prohibited  

A. Stormwater, including street, roof, or footing drainage, shall not be designed or 

constructed in a manner to allow discharged into the sanitary sewer system, but shall be 

removed by a system of storm drains or by some other method separate from the 

sanitary sewer system. (Language from City of Oregon City Sanitary Sewer Design 

Standards, §2.00, paragraph three, page 10) 

B. No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, 

areaway drains, or other sources of surface runoff or ground water to a public sanitary 

sewer.  

C. Service laterals from building structure to the face of curb or edge of pavement line shall 

be maintained by the owner of said structure in such a manner as to prevent infiltration 

of ground water into the sanitary sewer system.  



D. Historic buildings established before the separation of stormwater and sanitary sewer 

systems may be exempt from groundwater and subsurface discharge into the sanitary 

sewer system.  

E. Properties may be exempt if removal of stormwater connections to sanitary sewer 

system is infeasible due to topography or public system constraints. 

 

13.08.250 – Party Line Sewers Prohibited 

 No new sewer service lines shall be used by more than one property. Existing party lines shall be 

modified and separated where practicable per Oregon City Policies and Procedures when repairs or 

replacements of existing sewers is proposed.

 


