Dratllmp  Kapp's Windouo

window info:

Every howe, historic or no, has its own unioue challenges regarding windows, a
vital aspect to weather protection, security), beauty, ete. of the home.

city, state and National guidelines toward historic howes vary by degree.
Most require that the window replacement requive a paintable surface,
precluding any window that is not wood or flberglass.

If the original window cannot be utilized, installing new Wooden windows ls
tricky. Most are designed to ot be vetvofitted, so the wood buck must be
removed; this, along with changing the trim, is very expensive. Most new
wooden windows require a new ‘enife’ to be made, also very expensive. Often the
new wooden window s too thick for the original spacing, along with other
Lssues. There ave no fully) wooden windows that have more than a year
warranty, and none with o Lifetime guarantee; this is because wooden winolows
are no Longer made with old-growth heartwood, as tn the past, and the new wood,
often pine, stmply does ot holol up to weather, espeetally heat.

The only “wooden” window with a Lifetlme guarantee Ls a hyjbrid; wood on the
inside and fiberglass on the outside. (Milguard “essence” brand). This is
because fiberglass is the only material that does not have any heat Lssues, and
can be painted.

There ave vetrofitting “sash kits’, but these have wo frawme, and only the sash ls
veplaced. However, they only work on a perfect plumb’. They also tend to
perform poorly because they run on a vinyl track, which can be seen from the
outside. The vinyl is thin and tends to warp fairly quickly.

Lastly, there are ‘clad’ windows, made of wetal or flberglass, but these are
vavely) a good solution; each has its own challenges due to thelr fabrication.

The only really high quality, Lasting window available today at o reasonnble
price s the flberolass window, which comes with a Life-timeg guarantee, can be
painted, and designed to veplace the wooden window exactly, with no changes to
the exterior Look.
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