


  

 

May 15, 2019 

Oregon City Metro Enhancement 

Grant Review Committee 

Oregon City, OR 97045 

 

Dear Committee Members: 

I represent the Willamette Falls Heritage Area Coalition, a partnership of public, private, tribal 

and nonprofit organizations with a shared passion for our 56-river-mile heritage area.  We are 

leading efforts to enhance, assist and promote the Heritage Area that centers on Willamette 

Falls. It is an effort that has won designation as Oregon’s first State Heritage Area and this last 

year won the hearts and minds of the National Park Service, convincing them we meet all 10 

criteria to become a National Heritage Area.  It is all because of the collaborative efforts of this 

partnership around the falls.  A partnership that could not thrive without the ongoing 

participation and support of partners like Clackamas Heritage Partners, the 501c3 nonprofit and 

manager of the official End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive & Visitor Information Center in 

Oregon City, OR. 

We have been eagerly anticipating completing of their project “Native American Movie, (in 

their words)”.  It will be a key component of the management plan and outreach Heritage 

Tourism plan for our soon to be established National Heritage Area.  Clackamas Heritage 

Partners have collaborated with the best in scholarship and authenticity with Dr. Stephen Dow 

Beckham, a respected historical scholar, and David Harrelson, Cultural resources manager for 

the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde, a tribal member and historical scholar.  Dr. 

Beckham contributed heavily to our own feasibility study and the Grand Ronde Tribe was 

deeply engaged in our study and participates actively on our board of directors.   

We support Clackamas Heritage Partners/EOT’s grant request.  We value them as strong 

advocates for all that our collaborative partnership represents.  This project brings value not 

just to Oregon City but to our entire Heritage Area.  Over the years we have recognized 

CHP/EOT for their good stewardship of resources, commitment to the citizens of our region and 

vision to the growing demands of heritage tourism in our region.  As we approach a National 

Heritage Area, this project will be vital to draw visitors from far and wide to learn the authentic 

story of our First People and how it underscores the story of this region since time immemorial.  

 



  
 

Clackamas Heritage Partners is linked to the larger vision being pursued through the Willamette 

Falls Heritage Area.  This film project is integral to our National Heritage Area efforts as the End 

of the Oregon Trail Visitors & Interpretive Center is a highlighted feature of our recently 

approved National Park Service feasibility study; the last major hurdle before approaching 

Congress for a declaration of National Heritage Area status. The End of the Oregon Trail 

Interpretive & Visitor’s Center has significant historical, and cultural heritage that we are poised 

to celebrate on a national stage.  Funding this grant request for them is vital to all our efforts.  

They deserve this funding and all our support.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

Siobhan Taylor 

Siobhan Taylor 

Executive Director 

Willamette Falls Heritage Area Coalition  
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May 16, 2019 
 

 

City of Oregon City  
Metro Enhancement Grant Review Committee 
625 Center Street 
Oregon City, OR 97045 
 
Re: Support for Clackamas Heritage Partners for a Metro Enhancement Grant 
 
Dear Committee Members,    
 
Travel Oregon’s vision is a better life for all Oregonians through strong, sustainable local economies. This 
includes enhancing economies throughout the state by helping communities better leverage the state’s $12.3 
billion tourism industry. It also means working together with partners, such as Clackamas Heritage Partners 
(CHP), to provide arts and culture experiences to enhance the visitor experience while also enriching 
Oregonians’ quality of life. Travel Oregon recognizes the importance of CHP’s “Native American Movie, (in their 
words)” film project and supports CHP’s request for a Metro Enhancement Grant, as the project contributes to 
long-term sustainable benefits for visitors and locals alike.   
 
The CHP operate the End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive and Visitor Information Center, an attraction that 
draws visitors and local Oregonians through education programs and local exhibits. The CHP is one of Travel 
Oregon’s key partners in supporting arts and culture initiatives. The End of the Oregon Trail Interpretive and 
Visitor Information Center is also an official Travel Oregon welcome center that received 33,906 visitors in 2018, 
an increase of 24% over 2017. CHP’s film would serve as a way to continue to inspire and educate visitors and 
tell the stories of Oregon’s native peoples. 
 
Art and culture are a major driver in Oregon’s visitor market. In 2017, Oregon received an estimated 10 million 
overnight leisure travelers who visited historic places and participated in one or more art and culture related 
activities. That represents nearly 30% of the yearly overnight marketable trips to Oregon.  
 
Providing the Clackamas Heritage Partners with a Metro Enhancement Grant is essential to supporting art and 
culture initiatives across the region and state, and subsequently continues to help arts and culture tourism 
thrive. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can be of further assistance.  
  
 

Sincerely,  

  

Todd Davidson  
CEO, Travel Oregon  
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Ph (503) 657-0891 

 

Community Services Department  

May 9, 2019 

 

 

City of Oregon City Community Enhancement Grants 

Review Committee Members 

Oregon City, OR 97045 

 

RE:  End of the Oregon Trail 

 

Committee Members: 

 

Oregon City Community Services Department would like to enthusiastically extend its support for 

Clackamas Heritage Partners in their effort to produce phase III and phase IV of the film, “Native 

American Movie, (in their words)”.   

Clackamas Heritage Partners staff and board of directors have a passion for preservation and telling the 

story of not only the early pioneers along the trail, but also the story of Native Americans in the Oregon 

Territory before, during and after the Oregon Trail migration.  This grant will help build community, 

strengthen the story of Native peoples and inspire visitors of all cultures.  

We are happy to support this project and we are excited to see the impact of this film at the End of the 

Oregon Trail Interpretive Center.  Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Warmest Regards, 

 
Phil Lewis, CPRP | Director 

City of Oregon City Community Services 
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