
OR 99E Tunnel Illumination
Construction Coming Early 2019
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Presentation Notes
Good evening – Thank you for having us. My name is Katelyn Jackson. I’m a community affairs coordinator for the Oregon Department of Transportation. 

Tonight I am here to share information about a project beginning soon on McLoughlin Boulevard. 



In January, ODOT will begin 
improvements to the OR 99E 
vehicle and pedestrian tunnels 
just south of downtown 
Oregon City.

Project Overview
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Starting as soon as the next few weeks, you will begin to notice construction along the highway. 





Improvements

• Update lighting, fixtures and 
electrical systems to 
improve safety and visibility

• Install a variable message 
sign south of the tunnel to 
alert northbound drivers of 
traffic conditions
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We will be replacing the existing lighting in the vehicle and pedestrian tunnel with new and brighter LED fixtures. This will increase safety and visibility for people driving and walking or biking through these tunnels. 

We will also install a new variable message sign, similar to the one pictured, that will help drivers heading north through the tunnel be more aware of traffic conditions ahead. 



Improvements
Close left turn from OR 99E 
to Tumwater Drive to
• Reduce conflicts with 

future McLoughlin-to-
Canemah Trail

• Improve safety and reduce 
conflicts with turning 
vehicles
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In coordination and partnership with the City, this project will close the existing left-hand turn from southbound OR 99E onto Tumwater Drive. 
This is improve safety and reduce turning-vehicle conflicts, but also to reduce conflicts with the future McLoughlin-to-Canemah Trail. 

Vehicles can continue to South Second Street to turn left.

Based on traffic analysis, we anticipate no increase in delay for left-turning vehicles at South Second Street after closure



Construction Coming Soon!

• Construction will begin in the next few weeks

• Most of construction will take place at night 
to minimize impacts to those using OR 99E

• Travelers can expect flaggers and delays most nights



Construction Impacts

• Short-Term Full Closures: Tunnel traffic may be restricted 
to 20-minute windows at night

• Nighttime Single-Lane Closures: Lane closures, including 
with flaggers directing traffic

• Daytime Single-Lane Closures: Possible single-lane closures 
weekdays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

• People Walking & Biking: Travelers can use pedestrian 
tunnel with minor delays
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At times, we will need to close the tunnel to all traffic for 20 minutes. This will take place at night between 10 p.m. and 4:30 a.m.

Monday through Thursday nights from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m.; Friday nights from 7
p.m. to 9 a.m.; Saturday nights from 6 p.m. to 10 a.m.; and Sunday nights from 6 p.m.
to 6 a.m. 

Expect flaggers directing traffic at night, starting as early as 9 p.m.

When needed, a single lane closure will be used during the day, between commute hours. 

Once construction begins, traffic impacts will be listed on TripCheck.com





Nighttime Noise
• Residences and businesses adjacent to the project may 

experience some nighttime noise
• ODOT is securing the required noise variance and will 

minimize noise whenever possible

For concerns related to noise, use the 24-hour noise hotline

503-412-2322
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We will work at night to minimize the impact to traffic on the highway. Some of the work is noisy. A 24-hour nighttime noise hotline is available. Anyone experiencing nighttime noise can call the number to reach a live person. 
We will minimize noise whenever possible. 



QUESTIONS?

Contact: Katelyn Jackson, ODOT Community Affairs Coordinator
Phone: 503-731-8503 
E-mail: Katelyn.Jackson@odot.state.or.us
Website: bit.ly/OCTunnellighting 
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Thank you for your time. I will be sending out email updates periodically and would appreciate you sharing information with impacted neighbors. I am available by phone or email throughout the project for any questions or concerns. 
Any questions for us tonight? 
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