
NR 18-08 / US 18-02
Natural Resources Overlay District & Geologic Hazard Overlay Review

For Boat Dock, Patio, and Access Stairs in Canemah

11/14/2018 – Natural Resources Committee

Clackamas County Map 2-1E-36DD, Tax Lot 200



Oregon City Municipal Code

• Administration and Procedures are set forth in Chapter 17.50

• Natural Resource Overlay District in Chapter 17.49; 

• Geologic Hazards in Chapter 17.44; 

• Flood Management Overlay District in Chapter 17.42, 

• Willamette River Greenway in Chapter 17.48; and 

• R-6 Dwelling District in Chapter 17.08 

The City Code Book is available on-line at www.orcity.org

Code Criteria

http://www.orcity.org/


• The Applicant has river access through an easement that is located on 

Tax Lot 200, Map No. 2-1E-36DD. The property is owned by the 

Canemah Club. 

• The boat dock, access stairs and patio were constructed starting in 

2013. The applicant wishes to retain the existing improvements.

• The easement contains a permitted dock, and easement improvements 

including a concrete “Manor Stone” type block stairway for pedestrian 

access, low “Manor Stone” concrete block retaining walls, a rock 

retaining wall, a graded fine gravel patio with 356 square feet, and a 

Manor Stone block fire pit and approximately 259 square feet of a 

concrete patio.

• Additional site work included grading, removal of existing vegetation 

(mostly invasive) and new landscaping

Project Description



• Note: The development is located below the “top of bank”. The site is 

small and consists of a steep rocky bank

• Current owners purchased the home with easement rights to the dock in 

2015

• Code Enforcement process initiated in 2016

• On-land improvements trigger certain permitting requirements 

(however, floating docks are exempt from city planning requirements)

• To remedy the project impacts and assure code is met, the owners have 

applied for the applicable Land Use approvals

• Requires a Type III Review (Planning Commission)

• Planning Commission public hearing is scheduled for November 26, 

2018,

7 p.m. at City Hall, 615 Center St, Oregon City

Project Description



Building Permits
• Floodway, possible structural permits for stairs, retaining walls

Land Use (Planning)
• Natural Resources Overlay District

• Mitigation Plan and Report prepared by a qualified environmental 

professional

• Geologic Hazard Review

• Geologic Assessment and Geotechnical Report prepared by a 

geotechnical engineer/licensed engineering geologist

• Assess site grading, amount of cut and fill

Public Works
• Revocable Right-of-Way Permit for Staircase

• Grading Permit

Permits



Vicinity
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• Note: The development is located below the “top 

of bank”. The site is small and consists of a steep 

rocky bank.

• Removal of non-native invasive vegetation from 

the easement area’s frontage on the river.

• Planting of appropriate native plant materials to 

enhance the resource values of the property’s 

frontage on the river.

• There is no vegetated corridor along this stretch of 

the Willamette River because of the existing site 

development and grading associated with the 

railroad. 

Mitigation



Mitigation








