
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

Sign Regulations 

Chapter 60 SR - 164 05/22/2008 

60.40. SIGN REGULATIONS. 
 
60.40.05. Purpose.  The general purpose of this Chapter is to provide one of 

the principle means for the implementation of the Beaverton 
Comprehensive Plan, to ensure the continued aesthetic improvement 
to the City's environment, and to promote traffic safety, all by 
classifying and regulating the location, size, design, type and number 
of signs and related matters. 

 
60.40.10. Signs Exempt from Permits and This Ordinance.  The following 

signs are exempt from this ordinance and do not require permits: 
 
 1. Traffic or other governmental street signs, such as railroad crossing 

signs and notices, as may be authorized by the City. 
 
 2. Signs of public utility companies indicating danger, or which serve as 

an aid to public safety, or which show the location of underground 
facilities or of public telephones. 

 
 3. Signs not visible from public right-of-ways. [ORD 3374; July 1984] 
 
 4. Public Art as defined in Section 2.03.239.A. of the Beaverton City 

Code. [ORD 4482; May 2008] 
 
60.40.15. Signs Subject to Ordinance Regulation - No Permit Required.  

No permit is necessary before placing, constructing or erecting the 
following signs; however, such signs shall conform to the regulations as 
specified. 

 
 1. Construction Project Sign. One (1) sign may be erected after 

appropriate building permits have been obtained.  No such sign shall 
exceed sixty-four (64) square feet total face area and thirty-two (32) 
square feet per face; nor shall it exceed eight (8) feet in height.  The 
sign shall be removed at the time final occupancy is approved by the 
City building inspector. 

 
 2. Garage Sale Sign. Such signs are allowed in residential zones.  They 

shall not exceed a size per face of four (4) square feet and shall not 
exceed four (4) feet in height.  Such signs shall not be erected prior to 
one (1) week before this event and shall be removed no later than the 
day after the event.  They shall not be placed in the public right-of-way 
or vision clearance areas. 
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Chapter 2.03

BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND COMMITTEES

Sections:

I. GENERAL PROVISIONS

2.03.002    General Provisions Applicable to Boards and Commissions.

II. BEAVERTON CABLE COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

2.03.010    Continued.

2.03.012    Membership.

2.03.014    Powers and Duties.

III. BOARD OF CONSTRUCTION APPEALS

2.03.030    Continued.

2.03.032    Membership.

2.03.034    Qualifications.

2.03.036    Presiding Members.

2.03.038    Conflict of Interest.

2.03.040    Powers and Duties.

2.03.042    Composition; Quorum; Voting.

IV. COMMITTEE FOR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

2.03.050    Beaverton Committee for Community Involvement Established.

2.03.052    Membership.

2.03.054    Powers and Duties.

2.03.056    Bylaws.

V. TRAFFIC CONTROL BOARD

2.03.070    Repealed.

2.03.072    Repealed.

2.03.074    Repealed.

2.03.076    Repealed.

VI. TRAFFIC COMMISSION

2.03.080    Traffic Commission Established.

2.03.082    Powers and Duties.

VII. PLANNING COMMISSION

2.03.090    Continued.

2.03.092    Repealed.

2.03.093    Repealed.

2.03.094    Repealed.
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2.03.096    Repealed.

2.03.098    Repealed.

VIII. FACILITIES REVIEW COMMITTEE

2.03.110    Continued.

2.03.112    Repealed.

2.03.114    Repealed.

2.03.130    Repealed.

2.03.132    Repealed.

2.03.134    Repealed.

2.03.136    Repealed.

2.03.138    Repealed.

2.03.140    Repealed.

IX. HISTORIC RESOURCE REVIEW COMMITTEE

2.03.141    Repealed.

2.03.142    Repealed.

2.03.144    Repealed.

2.03.146    Repealed.

2.03.148    Repealed.

X. BUDGET COMMITTEE

2.03.150    Budget Committee Established.

XI. URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

2.03.160    Need Declared.

2.03.161    Title.

2.03.162    Membership.

2.03.163    Powers.

2.03.164    Limitation on Action.

XII. AUDIT COMMITTEE

2.03.170    Audit Committee Established.

2.03.172    Membership.

2.03.174    Term of Office; Vacancy.

2.03.176    Meetings.

2.03.178    Powers and Duties.

XIII. CITY LIBRARY BOARD

2.03.190    Continued.

2.03.192    Membership.

2.03.194    Term of Office.

2.03.196    Powers and Duties.



XIV. LOCAL CONTRACT REVIEW BOARD

2.03.210    Continued.

2.03.212    Powers and Duties.

2.03.214    Conduct of Business.

XV. BEAVERTON ARTS COMMISSION

2.03.230    Creation.

2.03.232    Definition.

2.03.234    Board Membership.

2.03.235    City Funding.

2.03.236    General Members.

2.03.238    Powers and Duties.

2.03.239    Public Art.

2.03.240    Arts Commission Account.

XVI. DISABLED CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2.03.250    Established.

2.03.251    Membership.

2.03.252    Term of Office.

2.03.253    Presiding Members.

2.03.254    Staff Liaison.

2.03.255    Voting, Meetings.

2.03.256    Powers and Duties.

XVII. HUMAN RIGHTS ADVISORY COMMISSION

2.03.260    Established.

2.03.265    Term of Office.

2.03.270    Organization.

2.03.275    General Powers and Duties.

2.03.280    Investigation.

2.03.285    Information Required for Complaint.

2.03.290    Final Disposition by the Commission.

2.03.295    Conflicts with State or Federal Agencies.

XVIII. SENIOR CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2.03.300    Senior Citizens’ Advisory Committee Established.

2.03.305    Term of Office.

2.03.310    Organization.

2.03.315    General Powers and Duties.

XIX. VISIONING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2.03.330    Visioning Advisory Committee Established.

2.03.332    Term of Office.
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may recommend to Council the sale or exchange of any property accepted as a gift, bequest or devise

as it may from time to time determine. The income from such money, securities or other property shall

be credited to the Arts Commission Account established by BC 2.03.240. [BC 2.03.038, added by

Ordinance No. 3313, 3/22/83]

2.03.239 Public Art.

A. As used in this section:

1. “Public art” means original artwork placed on public property or on public right-of-way or on

private property visible from public property and for which the City owns an easement allowing for

such placement and that has been approved by the Beaverton Arts Commission.

2. “Selection panel” means a group responsible for reviewing proposed public art and making

recommendations to the Beaverton Arts Commission on the selection of public art.

B. Public art that is displayed pursuant to this section may be sited in, on or about any project or other

property owned, leased, or rented by, donated to, or otherwise made available to and accepted by the

City of Beaverton under such additional terms and conditions as may be required by the Beaverton Arts

Commission.

C. All interests in public art acquired pursuant to this section shall be acquired in the name of the City

of Beaverton. Title to any easements for display of such art on private property shall be granted to and

are subject to written acceptance by the City of Beaverton acting through its Mayor for the use and

benefit of the public.

D. A decision by the Beaverton Arts Commission, upon a recommendation by the selection panel, as

to the acquisition, fabrication, installation, deaccessioning, management, community education and

registration of public art shall be the City’s final decision.

E. The Beaverton Arts Commission shall adopt rules and guidelines for the selection, acquisition and

display of all public art in a form to be approved by the City Attorney. [BC 2.03.239, added by

Ordinance No. 4481, 4/21/08]

2.03.240 Arts Commission Account.

There hereby is established in the general fund of the City an account to be known as the “Arts

Commission Account.” All money received by the commission pursuant to BC 2.03.236 and BC

2.03.238 shall be paid into the City’s general fund and credited to the Arts Commission Account. All

money in such account hereby is restricted for use in carrying out the commission’s purposes. [BC

2.03.240, added by Ordinance No. 3313, 3/22/83]

XVI. DISABLED CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

2.03.250 Established.

There is hereby established a Disabled Citizens’ Advisory Committee; its powers and duties are

described in the following sections. [BC 2.03.250, added by Ordinance No. 3783, 8/26/91]

2.03.251 Membership.
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CHAPTER 900 

SIGN CODE 

 

900.001. Purpose 

900.005. Definitions; Rules of Construction 

900.010. General Rule 

900.015. Exempt Signs 

900.020. Prohibited Signs 

900.025. Sign Permits 

900.030. Exceptions from Permit Requirement  

900.035. Sign Adjustments  

900.040. Sign Variances 

900.045. Electronic Display Sign Conditional Use Permits 

900.050. Inspection; Re-inspection 

900.055. Measurements 

900.060. Materials 

900.065. Sign Supports 

900.070. Electronic Sign Construction 

900.075. General Illumination Standards; Zone-Specific Standards 

900.080. Flashing Light; Zone-Specific Standards 

900.085. Effects 

900.090. Electronic Display Signs 

900.095. Rotating and Animated Signs; Zone-Specific Standards 

900.100. Signs Installed Over or Within the Right-of-Way 

900.105.   Signs in Vision Clearance Areas 

900.110. Signs in Special Setback Areas 

900.115. Sign Location for Safety 

900.120. Sign Maintenance 

900.125. Land Divisions 

900.130. Freestanding Signs 

900.135. Hanging Signs 

900.140. Projecting Signs 

900.145. Roof Signs 

900.150. Wall Signs 

900.155. Outdoor Advertising Signs 

 

TEMPORARY SIGNS 

900.160. Temporary Signs, General Standards 

900.165. Temporary Signs in Residential Zones 

900.170. Temporary Signs in Commercial Zones 

900.175. Temporary Signs in Industrial Zones 

900.180. Temporary Signs in Public Zones 

 

PERMANENT SIGNS 

900.185. Permanent Signs in Residential Zones  

900.190. Permanent Signs in the Neighborhood Commercial (CN), Neighborhood Center 

Mixed-Use (NCMU), and Fairview Mixed-Use (FMU) Zones 

900.195. Permanent Signs in Commercial Office (CO) Zones 

900.200. Permanent Signs in Central Business District (CB), Retail Commercial (CR), and 

General Commercial (CG) Zones 
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services are provided to a patron of a business, and that typically includes queuing lanes, 

service windows, or service islands. 

(39)  Vehicle buffer zone means an area that runs parallel to and abuts a roadway, and 

creates a pedestrian safety zone and unobstructed accessibility to parked vehicles.  The 

vehicle buffer zone is depicted on Illustration No. 900-1. 

(40)  Vision clearance area means the area providing visibility for vehicular, bicycle, and 

pedestrian traffic, as determined by SRC 76.170. 

(b)  As used in this Chapter, words used in the present tense include the future, the singular 

number includes the plural, and the word "shall" is mandatory and not directory. 

(c)  Nothing in this Chapter is intended, and shall not be construed, to restrict speech on the basis 

of its speaker, content, or viewpoint, and, to the extent that any provision of this Chapter is 

ambiguous, the provision shall not be interpreted to regulate on the basis of speaker, content, or 

viewpoint.  (Ord No. 4-12) 

 

900.010.  General Rule. 

(a)  No person shall construct, erect, enlarge, alter, or relocate any sign, or install electrical parts, 

wiring, or illumination in or upon a sign, until all required permits have been obtained, including 

but not limited to, sign permits, building permits, electrical permits, and any other permit 

required under federal, state, or local law. 

(b)  Except as provided in SRC 900.030, no person shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, 

move, improve, convert, equip, use, or maintain any sign, or cause or permit the same to be 

done, in violation of any provision of this Chapter or a permit issued hereunder. 

(c)  Nothing in this Chapter is intended, nor shall be construed, to permit the erection, 

construction, enlargement, alteration, or maintenance of any sign at any place or in any manner 

unlawful under any other federal, state, or local law.  When any part of this Chapter conflicts 

with another provision of federal, state, or local law, the provision that establishes the stricter 

standard shall control.  (Ord No. 4-12) 

 

900.015.  Exempt Signs.  The following signs are exempt from this Chapter: 

(a)  Official traffic control devices. 

(b)  Signs required to be erected by public officers pursuant to law or by order of the court. 

(c)  Temporary signs located in Wallace Marine Park's Sports Field Complex allowed and 

regulated pursuant to a park use permit issued by the City. 

(d)  Public murals, as defined by SRC 15.010, and regulated under the provisions of SRC 

Chapter 15, and any rules adopted thereunder.  (Ord No. 4-12) 

 

900.020.  Prohibited Signs.  The following signs are prohibited: 

(a)  Any sign which creates a public nuisance due to statements, words, or pictures of an 

obscene or pornographic character. 

(b)  Any sign which violates ORS Chapter 377. 

(c)  Any sign which is placed on, affixed to, or painted on a motor vehicle, vehicle, or trailer and 

placed on public or private property with the primary purpose of providing a sign not otherwise 

permitted by this Chapter. 

(d)  Any sign located in a manner which could impede traffic on any street, alley, bikeway, or 

other vehicular way. 

(e)  Any sign constructed in such a manner or at such a location that it will obstruct access to any 

fire escape or other means of ingress or egress from a building.  No sign structure, or part 

thereof, shall cover, wholly or partially, any window or doorway in a manner that will 

substantially limit access to the building in case of fire. 

(f)  Any sign constructed or maintained which, by reason of its size, location, movement, 
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CHAPTER 15 

PUBLIC ART 

 

 15.001. Purpose 

15.010. Definitions 

15.020. Salem Public Art Commission 

15.030. Public Art Trust Fund 

15.040. Dedication to Public Art Trust Fund  

15.050. Title to Art Work  

15.060. Siting 

15.070. Public Mural Program Intent and Purpose 

15.080. Public Murals; Creation; Approval by Salem Public Art Commission 

15.090. Procedures, Mandatory Criteria for Public Murals 

15.100. Public Mural Neighborhood Involvement 

 

15.001. Purpose.  The City Council recognizes that visual arts contribute to and provide experiences 

that enrich and better the social and physical environment of the community, and desires to foster an 

advancement of the visual arts within the City of Salem.  It is the purpose of this Chapter, and the 

policy of the City to dedicate one-half of one percent of the total eligible costs of all improvement 

projects to the selection, acquisition, fabrication, installation, maintenance, management, 

deaccessioning, community education, documentation and registration of public art.  (Ord No. 6-10) 

 

15.010. Definitions.  Unless the context otherwise specifically requires, for purposes of this 

Chapter, the following words and phrases mean:  

(a)  Alteration means any change to a public mural, including but not limited to any change to 

the image(s), materials, colors or size of the public mural.  Alteration does not include 

naturally occurring changes to the public mural caused by exposure to the elements or the 

passage of time, or maintenance or repair of the public mural that includes slight and 

unintended deviations from the original image, colors or materials that occur when the public 

mural is repaired due to the passage of time, or after damage resulting from vandalism. 

(b)  Artist means a practitioner in the visual arts, generally recognized by critics and peers as a 

professional of serious intent, who produces works of art, and who is not a member of the 

improvement project’s architectural firm or the Salem Public Art Commission.  The term 

“artist” shall include an artist’s agent and a representative of the estate of an artist. 

(c)  City building means any building owned or leased by the City, or area therein, which is 

open to the public; provided, however, “City building” does not include motor pools, surface 

parking lots, roads, bridges, utility lines, service facilities, maintenance sheds, pump stations, 

treatment plants and utility facilities, or buildings that have the primary purpose of displaying 

historical artifacts, cultural items, or works of art.   

(d)  City Manager means the City Manager of the City of Salem, or the City Manager’s 

designee. 

(e)  Deaccessioning means relinquishing title to a work of public art. 

(f)  Eligible costs means the costs for completion of an improvement project, including costs 

for capitalized tenant improvements, that are paid from eligible funds.  Eligible costs does not 

include costs for:  land acquisition, design and engineering, administration, fees and permits, 

building demolition, relocation of tenants, environmental testing, environmental remediation, 

non-construction contingency or indirect costs, such as interest during construction, 

advertising and legal fees.   

(g)  Eligible funds means any funds expended by the City, from whatever source, for an  
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improvement project and for which public art is not precluded as an object of expenditure in 

connection with the improvement project.   

(h)  Improvement project means any project paid for wholly or in part by the City where the 

amount of eligible funds equals $100,000 or more for the construction, rehabilitation, 

remodeling, improvement or purchase of a City building.  An improvement project does not 

include maintenance and repair projects or remodeling or renovation projects in which more 

than seventy-five percent of the project cost represents improvements to mechanical systems. 

(i)  Oregon artist means an artist that makes Oregon his or her primary residence or principal 

place of business. 

(j)  Public art means original works of art owned or acquired by the City.  

(k)  Public mural means an original, two-dimensional work of visual art, comprised of paint, 

ceramic or glass tiles, or tesserae, executed by hand directly upon, or affixed directly to an 

exterior wall of a building, which has been approved by the Salem Public Art Commission and 

accepted by the City into its public art collection pursuant to this Chapter.  A public mural is 

not an original work of visual art if it is mechanically reproduced or computer generated and 

printed on a base that will be attached to the wall, such as, by way of illustration but not 

limitation, limited images digitally printed on vinyl. 

(l)  Works of art means all forms of original creations of visual art, including and not limited 

to, painting, sculpture, prints, ceramics, drawings, stained glass, mosaics, photography, fiber 

and textiles, calligraphy, mixed media, and any combination of media, including collage. (Ord 

No. 6-10; Ord No. 10-10; Ord No. 13-11) 

  

15.020. Salem Public Art Commission. 

(a)  There is hereby created a seven-member Salem Public Art Commission, who shall be 

appointed by the City Council, after receiving recommendations on the applicants from the 

Mayor.  The City Manager shall serve as an ex officio non-voting secretary to the 

Commission.  The appointed members of the Salem Public Art Commission shall consist of 

two members who have experience, training or expertise in the visual arts, art history, art 

criticism, or art education; two members who have experience, training or expertise in 

museum curation, art restoration, or art appraisal; and two members who have experience, 

training, or expertise in architecture or landscape architecture, commercial real estate or 

development, or experience with foundations and cultural development; and one at-large 

member. 

(b)  Members of the Salem Public Art Commission shall serve three-year terms, but the terms 

shall be staggered so that not more than three members’ terms of office shall expire in any one 

year.  Members may be reappointed, except that a member who has served two full three-year 

terms may not be reappointed until one full year after the date of expiration of his or her 

immediate previous term of office.  In case of a vacancy, a successor to serve the remainder of 

the term shall be appointed by the City Council, after receiving recommendations on the 

applicants from the Mayor. The members of the Commission shall not receive any 

compensation for their services. 

(c)  Except for the first year, the Salem Public Art Commission shall elect a chair and a vice-

chair from among its members who shall hold office at the pleasure of the Commission.  The 

first chair and vice-chair will be appointed by the Mayor.  The Salem Public Art Commission 

shall adopt rules of procedure and organization of the Commission, and rules for the conduct 

of meetings that are consistent with generally recognized principles for the orderly conduct of 

business by a deliberative body.  All meetings of the Commission shall be open to the public. 

(d)  The Salem Public Art Commission shall have the authority to select, acquire, receive, 

borrow, commission the design or fabrication of, and maintain, deaccession, document and 

register all works of art within the City’s public art collection with funds from the Public Art  
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Trust Fund.  The Commission shall have the authority to advise the City Manager on the 

management, execution, installation, or placement of works of art, and administration of 

public art education activities.   

(e)  The Salem Public Art Commission shall recommend guidelines for adoption by the City 

Council for the selection, acquisition, commissioning and deaccessioning of public art that 

give preference to Oregon artists and that shall include consideration of the following: 

(1)  Whether the work of art is compatible with the design of the City building; 

(2)  Whether the work of art is of exceptional quality and enduring value; 

(3)  Whether the work of art promotes a broad range of artistic styles and media in  

order to maintain an overall balance within the City; 

(4)  Whether the work of art presents a safety hazard to the public; and 

(5)  Whether the work of art requires extraordinary maintenance, including, but not limited 

to, periodic adjustment, repainting, repair or replacement of moving parts. 

(f)  The Salem Public Art Commission shall establish procedures for the maintenance, 

management, documentation and registration of all works of art within the City’s public art 

collection and such other procedures and guidelines consistent with this Chapter to facilitate 

the implementation of the Commission’s responsibilities under this Chapter. 

(g)  Each year at a time specified by the City Manager, the Salem Public Art Commission shall 

prepare and submit to the City Manager a recommended budget for the Public Art Trust Fund 

for the ensuing fiscal year, which the City Manager shall forward to the Salem Budget 

Committee.  The budget shall estimate income and expenditures for the Public Art Trust Fund 

for that year, conform to the requirements of SRC 15.030, and be in a form prescribed by the 

City Manager.   

(h)  Except as limited by other sections of this Chapter, the Salem Public Art Commission’s 

decisions as to the acquisition, fabrication, deaccessioning, and registration of public art, 

including public murals, shall be final.  (Ord No. 6-10; Ord No. 13-11) 

 

15.030. Public Art Trust Fund. 

(a)  There is established a special fund designated as the Public Art Trust Fund from which 

expenditures may be made for the acquisition, fabrication, installation, maintenance, 

conservation, management, deaccessioning, community education, documentation and 

registration of public art.  The Public Art Trust Fund shall consist of funds appropriated by 

SRC 15.040, other funds as the City Council may appropriate, and funds given to the City 

from public or private sources.  

(b)  Monetary contributions shall be deposited in separate accounts within the Public Art Trust 

Fund if separate accounting is deemed appropriate by the City Manager, is required by law, or 

is a condition of any gift or donation.  Prior to disbursing funds from a segregated account in 

the Public Art Trust Fund, the Salem Public Art Commission shall adopt written findings 

demonstrating that the proposed disbursement complies with any applicable conditions for the 

expenditure of those funds. 

(c)  Excluding funds from conditional gifts or donations, funds deposited into the Public Art 

Trust Fund, shall be allocated as follows: 

(1)  Seventy percent shall be used for costs associated with acquiring public art, including, 

but not limited to the acquisition, fabrication, and installation of public art. 

(2)  Twenty percent shall be used for costs associated with managing public art, including, 

but not limited to costs of selection, program management, community education and 

registration of public art. 

(3)  Ten percent shall be used for the maintenance, conservation and deaccessioning of 

public art. 

(d)  Disbursements shall be made according to the terms of this Chapter and any procedures 
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adopted by the Salem Public Art Commission.  The Salem Public Art Commission will report 

annually to the City Council on the disbursement of funds from the Public Art Trust Fund.  

(Ord No. 6-10; Ord No. 13-11) 

 

15.040. Dedication to Public Art Trust Fund.  Any city official or employee who authorizes  

or appropriates expenditures for an improvement project shall include in the total construction 

budget, and cause to be deposited in the Public Art Trust Fund, a monetary contribution for 

public art equal to one-half of one percent of the total eligible costs.  Where an improvement 

project will be constructed in phases, the one-half of one percent dedication shall be applied to 

the estimated total cost of each phase of the project at the time that funds for the phase are 

encumbered.  Nothing in this section prevents the City Council from deciding to set aside all 

or part of the entire dedication from the funds of a particular phase.  (Ord No. 6-10) 

   

15.050. Title to Art Work.   

(a)  Title to works of art acquired under this Chapter shall be acquired in the name of the City 

and vest in the City.  Acquisition of a work of art shall be accompanied by an assignment of 

copyright to the work of art; provided, however, the artist may retain a non-exclusive right to 

make reproductions of the work of art for professional advertisement and promotional 

purposes.   

(b)  Except as otherwise agreed by the Public Art Commission, no artist, by virtue of the sale 

of a work of art to the City, shall be deemed to have acquired any right in the continued 

ownership of the work of art, or to the continued placement of the work of art in any location 

or venue, notwithstanding the fact that the work of art may have been created as a site-specific 

work of art.  (Ord No. 6-10; Ord No. 13-11) 

 

15.060. Siting.  Subject to any applicable ordinances, public art obtained pursuant to this Chapter may 

be sited in, on or about any improvement project, public right of way, easement, or other property 

owned, leased, or otherwise under the control of or made available to the City.  (Ord No. 6-10) 

 

15.070. Public Mural Program Intent and Purpose.  The intent and purpose of SRC 15.070-15.100 

is to encourage the production of public murals for acquisition by the City.  Public murals are a 

medium of expression which serves the public interest in unique ways, including, but not limited to: 

enhancing the aesthetics of the City; providing avenues for original artistic expression in the City; 

providing public edification through access to original works of public art; encouraging community 

participation in the creation of original works of art; and reducing the incidence of graffiti and other 

crime.  Public murals can increase community identity and foster a sense of place if they are located at 

heights and scales visible to pedestrians, are retained for longer periods of time and include a 

neighborhood involvement process.  (Ord No. 10-10) 

 

15.080. 15.080. Public Murals; Creation; Approval by Salem Public Art Commission.  No person 

shall commence creation of any public mural without first obtaining approval from the Salem Public 

Art Commission, and agreeing to donate the public mural to the City’s public art collection, as 

provided in SRC 15.090.  Murals that are created without approval from the Salem Public Art 

Commission or are inconsistent with the conditions of approval from the Salem Public Art 

Commission are not public murals and are subject to SRC Chapter 900.  Approval of a public mural 

does not require historic design review.  (Ord No. 10-10; Ord No. 13-11; Ord No. 4-12) 

 

15.090. Procedures, Mandatory Criteria for Public Murals.  The Salem Public Art Commission 

shall adopt procedures and standards setting forth the requirements for creation, approval, donation, 

and acceptance of public murals into the City’s public art collection.  At a minimum, the standards 

shall include the following: 
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(a)  Public murals shall remain in place, without alterations, for a period of not less than seven 

years, except as may be specified by the Salem Public Art Commission in the conditions of 

approval. 

(b)  In historic districts, public murals may only be allowed on buildings that are non-historic 

non-contributing buildings or structures.  Murals in historic districts shall not be allowed on a 

building façade.  For purposes of this paragraph, the building façade is defined as the wall that 

contains the main entrance onto the premises.     

(c)  No public murals shall be allowed on single family dwellings, duplexes, or multi-family 

dwellings.  As used in this subsection, single family dwellings, duplexes, or multi-family 

dwellings do not include mixed-use buildings which contain a single family dwelling, duplex, 

or multi-family dwellings. 

(d)  No public mural may contain electrical components, three dimensional structural 

elements; employ electrical lights as part of the image, moving structural elements, flashing or 

sequential lighting, interior lighting elements, any automated method that causes movement, or 

any method that causes periodic changes in the appearance of the public mural or changes the 

mural image or message. 

(e) Public murals shall be located in a manner that is accessible to the public. 

(f)  The approval and acceptance of each public mural shall be contingent upon the 

conveyance of a public mural easement to the City from the owner of the building upon which 

the mural will be located, in a form approved by the City Attorney.  The terms of the easement 

shall grant the right to create the public mural on the wall of the building and provide that the 

person granting the easement will maintain and restore the public mural in its original 

condition for the period of the easement, and state that upon termination of the easement, the 

mural shall be removed and the building restored to its prior condition.  (Ord No. 10-10; Ord 

No. 13-11) 

 

15.100. Public Mural Neighborhood Involvement.  Prior to approving a public mural for the City’s 

public art collection, the Salem Public Art Commission shall hold a public hearing at which interested 

members of the public may review and comment upon the proposed public mural.  Written notice of 

the hearing shall be provided to the neighborhood association in which the public mural is proposed to 

be located, and public notice shall be given no later than thirty days before the hearing.  (Ord No. 10-

10; Ord No. 13-11) 
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